
 

 

Introducing Your Committee for 2004/5 

 
Flag Officers 

Commodore   Bill Roberts 

Vice Commodore   Eric Robertson 

Rear Commodore   David McKay 

 

Officers 
Secretary    Jan Nelson 

Treasurer    Bob Simpson 

 

Members 
Membership Secretary  Ian Kirkpatrick 

Race Secretary   Hugh Marston 

Assistant Race Secretary  Alastair Skinner 

Escort Officer   Mike Rigg 

Assistant Escort Officer  Donald Wright 

Club Convenor   Grace Roberts 

Social Convenor   Cecilia Murray 

Fabric Convenor   John Hookway 

Storage and Mooring Convenor Peter Bolt 

 

Appointments 
Honorary Auditor   Philippa Marston 

Club Measurer   Ted Hill 

Training Officer   Jane Robertson 

Junior Racing   Ian McGonigal 

Assistant Junior Racing  Mike Smith 

Club Boson    James Sandison 

Assistant Social   Peter Sergeant 

Web Master   Mike Willis 

Publicity    TBA 

Fund Raising   Bruce Todd 

Membership 

 
The fee notes for the coming season 

should be with you by the time this 

edition is published and remember that 

these are due to be paid by 14
th

April.  

This year we would like to 

contact as many people as 

possible by email.  This is quicker, 

easier and cheaper for the Club; as 

with any information it is only accurate 

if you keep it up to date by advising 

the Membership Secretary.   

Working Parties 
 
We need to organise several 

working parties to get the Club 

facilities ready for the new season.  

Please watch the web site for calls 

for volunteers and form an orderly 

queue at the appointed time and 

place. 

 

Crane 
 
The crane is organised for lift-in on 

Saturday 3
rd

 April with the first lift at 

11.30am.  Once again we have to thank 

Geoff Boyle for organising this.  If you  

have not received a letter from Geoff 

and wish to make use of the crane please 

contact Bill Roberts on 894585 

OPENING MUSTER 

 

 

The Opening Muster will be on Sat 27th March. 

Usual time (2pm start), usual place– see you there! 

VHF RADIO COURSE 
 
Ian Wilson is going to run a VHF Radio Course on Sunday 28 

March in the Clubhouse. 

There are still a few places left so if any member wishes to 

attend please contact Eric on 892850 to book or for further 

details. 

RACE NIGHT 

SAT 27TH MARCH 

 

If you think of grainy videos of horse 

racing THINK AGAIN! 

This night is promised to be  

different!!! 

Horses, yes but if successful we might 

managed boats next time. 

Come along and get the season off to a 

great start 



 

Social Events 

 

Please take time to review the attached social programme which Cecilia has put together 

for us this season and mark these events in your diary now.   

Note that we have chosen a new venue for the Prize Giving and Dinner Dance this year.  

Whitekirk Golf and Country Club will accommodate the numbers we attracted last year 

and tickets will be on a “first paid for; first served basis”  A limited courtesy bus will be 

available between North Berwick and Whitekirk  before the event and a return shuttle 

service will start from about 10.30pm. 

 

Cecilia has support this year from Peter Sergeant whose objective will be to attract people 

to the Club on Friday evenings.  There are no specific proposals to achieve this at the 

moment so if you have ideas (even desires!), please don’t be shy and get in touch with 

Peter. 

Friday night opening of the Club will start again as soon as we have a bar licence 

hopefully March 26th but watch the website for confirmation.   

ELYC sail training in 2004 
 

 For 2004 we offered three courses and as always we had a fantastic response to our advert. Applicants are 

taken on a first come first served basis.  The adult course was full with a waiting list after the first hour; 

course 3 was full soon afterwards; and course 2 was full by the end of the weekend. 

 

The first course, for adults only, starts on 25th April. There is an introductory meeting on Friday 16th April 

to introduce trainees to the Club, our facilities and the training team.  We also use this opportunity to 

discuss equipment, what is essential and what is nice to have when sailing in the North Sea in April. The 

adult course content also requires some Friday evenings to be spent on the theory of sailing. This can lead 

to RYA level 2 certification.  The other two courses are for cadets between the ages of 11 and 18 in January 

of this year.  Course 2 starts on the 4th of July - 1st August.  Course 3 runs from 15th August - 12th 

September. 

Sessions are run on Sunday mornings from 09.30 - 13.00 and as the club bar is open from 12.00 it is a great 

place for interested club members, supporters, friends and family of sail trainees to get a grandstand view of 

sail training activities.  Last year we extended some of the sessions to run all day to take advantage of the 

superb conditions and we finished the adult course with an excellent BBQ  This year we have been able to 

increase our places to sixteen per course as we now have two shiny Topper Magnos in addition to our fleet 

of Toppers, Graduate and Laser 2000. 

 

The training team is a dedicated group of RYA qualified volunteers. This year we will achieve the 

certification of another group of six from assistant instructor to Dinghy Instructor. Last year we ran a club 

racing coach course and we now benefit from having a well qualified group of coaches. Also last year 

ELYC ran a very successful Introduction to Racing course for our keenest and most talented cadet sailors 

who had completed sail training. We hope to do the same again this year. 

For graduates of last year's courses we offer two routes to continued improvement and development: 

Novice racing will be held weekly on alternate Tuesdays and Thursdays, aimed at novice sailors seeking to 

gain more experience of racing. You are considered a novice racer for 2 seasons after you have learned to 

sail and start racing; 

Improver evenings will run every Friday night in June. 

 

The demand from our local community is bigger than we can satisfy and the training team are always 

looking for anyone who would like to get involved. There are a vast number of tasks from getting boats out 

and rigged to driving the rescue boat and once qualified, instructing trainees.  If this appeals to you please 

talk to Jane or one of the training team. 

 



 

DINGHY PARKING 

 

The Club are keen to maximise the number of boats kept in the dinghy park and are working with East 

Lothian Council to achieve this. 

We have identified an additional 9 spaces that can be created by the removal of unauthorised road trailers 

and debris. 

Can members please help by; 

Removing any road trailers or storing in your allocated space under the boat.  

Removing any dinghies not authorised by ELC Sports and Leisure. 

ELC have advised that any unauthorised trailer or other debris will be removed to the council dump at the 

end of March, 

Please help us create a “win-win” situation allowing more dinghies in and keeping the harbour area tidy. 

 

 Eric Robertson 

Vice Commodore 

ASYMMETYRICS ON HIGH 

 

 At the end of last season there was talk of forming an “asymmetric association” within the Club to 

build upon the expanding fleet of both the RS400, & RS200 dinghies and the high profile the Club now 

enjoys in hosting RS “Fat Face” championships. The embryonic idea for the association has now been 

floated before the asymmetric fleet and the Committee and has been warmly received. A meeting to 

develop this further has been arranged at the clubhouse for Friday 19
th

 March at 8p.m. and all members 

of the Club who have an interest in asymmetric sailing are invited to attend. 

 

 Friday evening is followed by an open invitation to try an asymmetric at the coaching weekend on the 

20
th

 & 21
st
 March, commencing 12a.m. on the Saturday. Come along and enjoy life on the edge (wind 

permitting). 

 

 Later in the season, serious coaching has been arranged by Jim Sinclair allied to the RS traveller 

meeting at E.L.Y.C. on the 17
th

 & 18
th

 April – 17
th

 training, 18
th

 traveller event with 5 races. Steve 

Dunn, (leading RS200 helm and winning crew at the RS400 Nationals) has been persuaded to coach 

the 200’s; with Jim taking on board the 400’s. 

 

 The fleet is expanding. The RS200 welcomes James & Angie Sandison, and the RS400 David McKay, 

Bruce Millar, and Jane Scott who has recently joined the club. This brings the fleet at present to 3 

RS200 and 10 RS400, apart of course from the Laser 2000 and 2 Magno’s. Derick Gibb is also making 

application for membership. This is encouraging and it is hoped that visiting boats will further boost 

membership this year given the high profile RS National Championships that E.L.Y.C. is hosting in 

August. 

 

 Live life in the fast lane; enjoy performance off wind legs. 

 

 JH 

 
 

 

Calling all Laser Sailors 

 

It has been suggested that a training weekend could be arranged for  our  laser fleet. 

This could not be in March so  perhaps all you laser sailors would like to confer and let the 

Committee know a) if you are interested and b) a few dates that would suit . The Committee will then 

try to find a mutually agreeable date. 



 

For Sale                Scorpion 1397  

New mast and rudder but hardly used. 

 Combi Trailer £450 ono 

Contact Hugh / Phillipa   850762 

Web 
 

Our web site at www.elyc.org.uk is being redesigned and any comments (received 

soon) would be welcome, particularly if they are ideas on how to make the 

organisation the Club more efficient through the use of the web site. 

Comments please to  webmaster@elyc.org.uk 

ATTENTION ALL OWNERS OF BOATS ON CLUB TROTS IN THE HARBOUR 

 

E.L.C. require all boats in the harbour to have a minimum of third party insurance up to 

£100,000 and that proof of this be shown to the Harbour Master when the boat goes in 

the water. Please ensure that you comply with these requirements. 

CADET ROUND UP 

 

Laura and I have been training with the Scottish Laser Squad at Cumbrae over the winter and 

have two more sessions to go. Our coach is the Club’s very own Mark Goalen. We are training 

towards the Nationals in Marazion in the south of England and the Scottish Traveller Series. 

Matt and Fynn, in their 420 were 3rd at the Tiger Trophy in Rutland in very windy conditions. 

They are also training with the Scottish Squad and hoping to qualify for the European 

Championships in Croatia. 

 

Lindsay Doig 

Cadet Captain 

 

Note: Lindsay and Johnny have done excellent jobs as cadet captains this year and will be 

organising a cadet meeting soon to elect their successors.  Please make sure you all come to vote. 

    

 

COFFEE MORNING 

 

The Commodore’s Wife’s (you have to careful where the apostrophes go in case the 

Commodore ends up with more than one wife or we end up with more than one 

Commodore! I’m not sure which is worse!!) Coffee Morning this year will seek to raise 

funds for a central unit  in the kitchen area. The date is Saturday 8th May from 10-12. 

Grace will soon be phoning for help on the day and baking and bottle donations. Please 

lend your support. 


